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   The wild strawberry ancestors had
tiny, soft, intensely aromatic berries with

low yield and short shelf life, delicious but
delicate, growing sparsely in forest edges

and meadows.
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Through domestication & generations of careful
selection, humans developed the modern

strawberry we know today:
large, sweet, firm, juicy berries with higher

yields and longer freshness
ready for us to enjoy.
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Soft, delicate texture

Intense aroma

Low yields and sparse fruiting
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Heat & drought reduce fruit size, firmness, and color.

Strawberry‑specific diseases (Botrytis, anthracnose, powdery

mildew) remain a major threat.

Heat and stress can reduce aroma and sweetness.

Soft fruit & bruising limit handling, transport, and shelf life.

Uniformity (size, shape, ripening) still needs improvement.

Consumer demand is growing for sweeter, firmer, more

aromatic berries with longer freshness.
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Because the strawberries we enjoy todayweren’t built for
current and future growing conditions. Breeding gives us

strawberries that stay firm, flavourful, and resilient, even
in rising temperature.

Modern breeding is still needed to
develop strawberry that

address tomorrow’s needs because:
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