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   Wild soybean (Glycine soja) grew as
sprawling vines with tiny, dark seeds that

shattered easily and were difficult to harvest.
 This was the reality of wild soybean

thousands of years ago.
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Through domestication and generations of
careful selection, humans developed the modern

soybean we know today:
 larger yellow seeds, non‑shattering pods,

upright plants, higher yields, and improved oil
and protein content. ready for us to enjoy.
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NNEEWW  TTRRAAIITTSS
NEW TRAITS
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Larger yellow seeds with improved oil and protein

 Non‑shattering pods for easier harvest

 Higher yields and more uniform plants

 Upright growth, easier to farm

 Varieties adapted for food, feed, and different climates
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Very small, hard black seeds

 Pod shattering (pods burst open and drop seeds before harvest)

 Low yields and less uniform plants

 Vining, sprawling growth not suited for farming

 Lower oil and protein content
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why we can’t stop herewhy we can’t stop herewhy we can’t stop here

Heat, drought, and changing rainfall reduce pod set, seed
filling, and overall yield.

 Diseases and pests (soybean rust, root rot, nematodes)
continue to limit production.

 Undesirable traits like pod shattering and seed hardness can
still appear in some environments and reduce harvest

efficiency.
 Protein and oil quality need improvement to meet food, feed,

and industrial demands.
 Sustainability goals require soybeans that use fewer inputs

and adapt better to new climates.
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Because the soybean we enjoy todayweren’t built for
current and future growing conditions. Breeding gives

us stronger, more resilient, and higher‑quality
soybeans.

Modern breeding is still needed to
develop soybean that

address  tomorrow’s needs because:
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