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   All modern cruciferous vegetables trace
back to wild cabbage (Brassica oleracea), a

rough Mediterranean plant with small
leaves and a tough stem.
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Cabbage: Tight heads, milder taste, better storage

Broccoli/Cauliflower: Enlarged & dense flower structures

Kale: Bigger, tender leaves , less bitter, more leaf yield

Kohlrabi: Swollen stem, mild, crunchy flesh

Brussels Sprouts: Many small heads per stem
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Bitter flavor (glucosinolates)
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Tall, branching flowering stalk

Adapted to coastal cliffs and rocky soils

Low yield, low edible bulk
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Modern breeding is still needed to

develop cruciferous vegetables that
address  tomorrow’s needs because:

Modern breeding is still needed to
develop cruciferous vegetables that
address  tomorrow’s needs because:

Heat causes loose, open sprouts & poor formation.

 Black rot & downy mildew pressure increasing.

 Sprout uniformity and sweetness need improvement.

 Reduced bitterness is still a key breeding goal.

Machines need sturdier, more even stalks for harvest.
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Because the cruciferous vegetables we enjoy today weren’t built
for current and future growing conditions. Breeding gives us

brassicas that won’t bolt in heat, collapse under stress, or fall
to new pests, ensuring future‑proof harvests.
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