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  teosinte, the wild corn ancestor,
is a wild gras with ears about the size of a
pinky finger that only produces 5-12 small,

hard kernels each.
this was the reality of the wild ancestor

corn thousands of years ago.
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Through domestication & thousands of years
of selection, corn developed hundreds of
large, soft & edible kernels per stalk.

ready for us to enjoy.
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Large ears with many rows of kernels (8-16+ rows)
Soft, juicy, edible kernels
Sweet or starchy flavour 

Single tall stalk with 1-2 big ears
High-yield and uniform plants to produce predictable amounts

and quality
Bred for specific uses (sweet corn, corn for flour, feed, oil etc.)
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Tiny ears  with only a few kernels

Hard, stony kernels

Grassy taste, not sweet & very little edible material

Simple structure - kernels arranged in just 2 rows

Branchy, bush‑like plant

The ear breaks apart to spread seeds

High natural genetic variation - vary in size, shape, colour
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why we cant stop herewhy we cant stop herewhy we cant stop here

Corn must handle more heat, drought, and extreme
weather without losing yield

New pests and diseases (rusts, borers, etc.) are
spreading fast

Many regions need corn that produces more with less
fertilizer and water

Nutrition can be improved: higher protein and
micronutrients

Markets need corn that fits many uses: fresh, feed, flour,
bio‑materials

Corn must adapt to diverse soils and shifting climates.
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Because the corn we grow today wasn’t built for current and future
growing conditions. Breeding helps us create corn that stays productive
in tougher environments, uses resources more efficiently, resists new
pests and diseases, adapts to different soils, and stays reliable for

farmers and consumers alike.
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