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Seeds reduced to tiny black specks
Thick, soft, sweet edible pulp

Large, uniform fruits
Creamy & smooth texture

Most modern bananas have three sets of chromosomes - leading to
sterility and seedlessness

Clonal propagation: new plants grow from cuttings, not seeds.
High uniformity within cultivars (e.g., Cavendish subgroup)
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Large, hard seeds &  little edible pulp

Sour, starchy, sometimes bitter taste

Small, irregular fruit size & shape

Firm, fibrous texture

Simple 2‑set chromosome structure- like many wild plants.

Reproduces by seeds

High natural variability (shapes, colours)
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Diseases keep evolving, including TR4 and Black Sigatoka.

Crops must stay productive under tougher conditions.

Demand is growing, requiring reliable supply.

Consumers want better taste and quality.

There is potential to improve nutrition.

Production must become more sustainable.

Better storage and transport reduce losses.

Bananas need better adaptation to changing environments.
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Because the bananas we grow today weren’t built for current and
future growing conditions. Breeding helps us create bananas that

stay productive under tougher environments, resist emerging
diseases, use resources more efficiently, and remain reliable for

farmers and consumers alike.
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