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Meeting the challenges with adapted crops
Copa-CogecaThor Gunnar Kofoed  l 



Who are Copa and Cogeca? 

Copa
Created in 1958, Copa represents 20 million 
European farmers and family members

Cogeca
Created in 1959, Cogeca represents 20,000 
European agricultural cooperatives

Copa and Cogeca
In 1962, a joint Secretariat was created, making 
Copa-Cogeca one of the largest and most active 
lobby organisations in Brussels



IPCC forecast for 2050

• New report say that it is going faster

• We will have desert or prairie up to Paris in 2050



The modern farmer's key decision



Marked regulation on Seed and Propagating Material

• The regulation applies in all EU countries. Level playing field.

• Variety list with DUS and Sustainability test (VCSU)

• Guarantee for identification and quality via certification

• Common Catalogue is a needed info for the farmers



Finding the varities that meet the needs of the farmers

But how do we get the best variety?

We need many breeders!

BUT…



EU Main producers /USA



Yield pr. hectares
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Reduction of N with 50 % in 30 year  and the use of PPP with 20 year



Treatment Index in Denmark and Germany

DK 2024 Gernay 2021-23

Wheat W. Rape Wheat Winter rape

Herbac. 1,24 1,71 2,0 2,2

Growsreg. 0,26 0,02 ? ?

Fungi 1,12 0,43 2,4 1,0

Insect 0,33 0,83 0,8 2,7

TI in total 2,95 2,78 > 5,2 > 5,9



The perfect 
Variety list



New varieties are old after 2-5 years
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Better Varieties needed more than ever!

• Climate Change

• Pesticide resistant

• Special Industry demands 

• Feed the world!

• Political movements!
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Thank you!
@COPACOGECA

copa-cogeca

copa-cogeca.eu
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