Can a plant really

reproduce
by itself?
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Yes, some plants can reproduce by
themselves through a process called
asexual or vegetative reproduction.
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New individuals are produced |
from the vegetative parts of a

one parent plan and there is
usually no involvement of seeds.
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Some plants, Like
strawberries and certain
grasses, produce horizontal
stems called runners or
stolons. These stems grow
along the soil surface,
developing -nodes thqt con
robt and give rise to new

| plants.

More mechanisms of

asexual reproduction
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are thickened, fleshy
‘underground stems that store
nutrients. Each "eye" on a potato i)

can give rise to a new plant | @

‘ thirough the growth of Shoots\. d
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Plants with rhizovhes. such as ginger
@ and bamboo, produce underground
 horizontal stems. Nodes on these
| rhizomes can develop into new shoots
and grow into independent plants.
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~ Some plants, l-ke certqm i e
Succulents. produce offsets or:'
i _offshqots. These are
i m‘iniature” veTSio:nS of the

 parent plant that can be
 separated and planted to
| grttf)W';i'htol indep-endeht plants. iy
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Asexual reproduction allows plants to rapidly
and efficiently produce offspring that are
genetically identical to the parent.
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~ Some  advantages of  asexual .

. preservation of unigue features
o production of disease-free plants
. conserv‘qtiov\‘of rare or W . f
| | ‘endangered plant species Without
P| t ,//;{ NN\ ‘depleting v\aturql. habitats
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Ask your questions to
Plantastic Discoveries

¥ Got questions about plant science & breeding? We've got answers!
Join Plant ETP's educational campaign to feed your curiosity! 7

Ask your questions here:
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