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this is the label
organic products
carry in the EU!

The organic label
You probably recognise this logo

 It allows consumers to identify
organic products easily.



In order to qualify as organic and
therefore get the organic label, a
product needs to comply with the
rules outlined in the EU Organic
Legislation, which we explained in 
a previous Plantastic Discoveries
post. 

Regulation on organic
production and labelling

of organic products

The logo can only be used on
products when they contain at least 

95% organic ingredients
(and with strict conditions for the
remaining 5%)

Check it out

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7183401060210753536?updateEntityUrn=urn%3Ali%3Afs_feedUpdate%3A%28V2%2Curn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7183401060210753536%29


These bodies asses that products comply with the
EU organic regulation, and if so, certify the use of

the organic label

accredited
certification
bodies

In the EU, the certification of organic
products is overseen by 

but they must be accredited by the relevant national
competent authority in each EU Member State, to make sure
that they meet specific criteria and standards. 

These bodies are typically

private organisations

Approval,
Supervision

Supervision



In 2022, 2.73 million tones of organic agri-food products were
imported to the EU from outside countries

Organic products can be imported from
countries outside of the EU

Products that are imported,
must conform to equivalent
EU Organic standards!

As we discussed in the
previous Plantastic
Discoveries on organics, 

organic does
not mean local

Share (%) of organic agri-food
import volumes by export
country 2021 (inner circle)
/2022 (outer circle)

2021
2022

*Figure from the EU imports of organic agri-food products report - Key developments of 2022



How does the EU make sure these imported
products are in accord to EU organic rules?

For some countries, called equivalent
countries*, inspection and certification is
carried out by their national authorities,
as their standards and control measures
have been assessed as equivalent to
those in place in the EU. 

In all other countries, independent bodies are appointed
by the European Commission to ensure that organic

producers in their area of responsibility follow standards
and control measures equivalent to the EU ones.

*Equivalent countries are: Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, India,
 Israel, Japan, Tunisia, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Switzerland or the United States

But making sure everyone adheres to the same
standards, is not easy, and ensuring it isn’t always

feasible. You can read more about this here.

https://op.europa.eu/webpub/eca/special-reports/organic-food-4-2019/en/


and the 
german organic

label

some EU countries, use their own organic logo. 
be aware that...

They have their own organic labelling rules, but
they all comply with the rules set in the EU
Organic Legislation. 

Sometimes producers will use both the national
and EU label, side by side, and othertimes, they will

only use the national, or the EU label.

like 
the french

organic 
label



Learn more

🌱 Got questions about plant science & breeding? We've got answers! 
Join Plant ETP's campaign to feed your curiosity! 🌿

Ask your questions here:

Ask us

tinyurl.com/bdzhepr9

Download the
post to access the

links! 

stay tuned for pt. 3! 

EU Imports of organic agri-food products - Key developments in 2022

The control system for organic products has improved, but some
challenges remain - Special report - European court of auditors, 2019

The organic logo - EU Commission

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdN7wHQjC0xJ2sOayAWRzbfrzLVyIJYNnRX3f_vtk850WPoig/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/analytical-brief-2-eu-organic-imports-2022_en.pdf
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/eca/special-reports/organic-food-4-2019/en/
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/eca/special-reports/organic-food-4-2019/en/
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/farming/organic-farming/organic-logo_en

